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1
    My dream home is a house with two floors, away from the city centre.

It has a nice garden with lots of flowers and trees. I can smell the flowers and hear the birds sing. On the first floor, there is a balcony. I love to sit there at night and look at the stars in the sky.

The house is big, so my grandparents can live with us and we can take good care of them. At the weekend, we often have a big dinner. After that, I enjoy playing Chinese chess with Grandpa. Sometimes I help Mum and Dad with some cleaning.

This is my dream home. I love it!

2
Today, I'd like to share with you my idea for helping our community. I want to organize an activity—"Collect and Share". Let's collect old things from the neighbourhood and give them a new life.

First, we can give away some of our old books. We're going to share them in our community centre. Second, we're going to collect old toys. We'll clean them and then give them to children in need. Last, we're going to ask for some old clothes. We'll sell them to raise money for plants and flowers in our community garden.

I hope you like my idea. Let's work together to make our community a better place!

3
Next to the Palace Museum is Tian’anmen Square. Many visitors like to come early in the morning to watch the raising of the national flag.

If you want to know more about traditional Beijing life, why not visit a siheyuan? It’s a group of four traditional Chinese houses in a square. There’s a house on each side and a courtyard in the middle. There are hutong between the siheyuan. You can get a taste of the past through the hutong.

Feeling hungry? Try some delicious Beijing duck. You’ll love it! At night, remember to enjoy Beijing opera at one of the local theatres. It’s wonderful. Don’t miss it!
4
My hometown Brighton is a beautiful seaside city in the south of the UK. It takes about an hour by train to get to Brighton from London.

When you visit Brighton, go for a walk by the sea. The view along the beach is wonderful. You can also try some traditional British food like fish and chips. They are delicious! Then go to Brighton Fishing Museum to see old boats and tools, and learn about the local people’s traditional way of life.

At the end of your day, do not miss the amazing sunset. When the sun is setting, everything seems to be golden.

You will have a great time in Brighton and remember this trip for a long time.

5
Zhao Yue’s hands move quickly. She is working on a picture of bamboo. “I love paper-cutting,” she says. “You don’t need much to start working—just a pair of scissors or a knife and some paper. Anyone can try it,” she adds.

After years of practice, Zhao Yue is now a great master of paper-cutting. Her works on the walls in her home are beautiful. They are in the shape of flowers, birds, fish and landscapes.

“Paper-cuts are not just beautiful. We use them to express our wishes. At the Spring Festival, we put them up on windows and doors for good luck,” says Zhao Yue. 

6
    The Huizhou inkstick is among the best of its kind. It gets its name from the old Huizhou area, largely in today’s Anhui Province. The Huizhou inkstick has a history of over 1,000 years and was very popular with ancient Chinese writers and painters.

The Huizhou inkstick uses pine wood as its main material. It is very difficult to make. Usually the making of such an inkstick takes over a year. The Huizhou inkstick is beautiful, and some people say the inkstick itself is a work of art.

The Huizhou inkstick is famous for its great quality and design. As a fine example of traditional Chinese folk art, the Huizhou inkstick is an important part of Chinese culture.

7
Humans have a lot to thank animals for. For example, we get design ideas from animals to help us make new things.

Radar allows ships to "see" things around them and travel safely. The idea comes from bats. Bats make sounds, and then listen for the echo. This echo tells the bats about things around them.

Then there are planes. Scientists looked at birds and studied how they fly. Then they had the idea of planes. Planes have a pair of big wings, just like birds. 
8

    I have a pet guinea pig named Teddy. He is white and brown and has short fur. With a big head, short legs and a small round body, he looks quite cute.

Teddy eats grass and vegetables every day. He enjoys running around the house and playing with his toys.

Teddy is quiet and friendly. He seldom makes loud noises and he is always happy to see me. When I come home from school, he runs after me, and that makes me feel happy. If I am down, Teddy will stay next to me and help me relax. He always makes me feel better.

9
I am a river. I have two faces. I give life: my water is fresh water, so everybody can drink it and use it for farming and washing. But I am also very powerful. When I flood, I sometimes destroy homes and lives. Nothing can get in my way.

I am a desert. My body is mostly made of sand and I seldom see rain. I am very hot during the day and very cold at night. Nobody wants to live in such difficult conditions, but a few plants and animals can survive. How amazing!

10

Huangshan is in the south of Anhui Province in East China.

It is only about 1,900 metres high, but it is one of the most amazing mountains in China.

Huangshan is famous for its pine trees and rocks in strange shapes, a wonderful sea of clouds, and relaxing hot springs. In winter, snow covers the mountain and it becomes a white wonderland.

There are several ways to enjoy the beauty of Huangshan. You can walk up paths and steps to the top or take a cable car. From the top, you can enjoy an amazing view. Many people like to stay overnight on the mountain to watch the sunrise or sunset. It is a fantastic view. 

11

After breakfast, we set off for a little village. We followed the map, but it did not give enough details about the countryside. We got lost! None of us knew the right way. I was a little worried, but luckily, a driver stopped and told us which way to go.

We cycled for another hour and then arrived at the village. We were all excited. The village is in a beautiful and quiet area. After lunch, we walked around and saw all kinds of interesting flowers and plants. I used an app to find out more about them. We took some great photos. It was really enjoyable! 

12
"Oh dear! I'll be late!" said the rabbit. It took a watch out of its pocket and looked at the time.

How amazing! Alice stood up and ran across the field after the rabbit. The rabbit jumped down a big hole. Alice did not want to let the rabbit get away, so she jumped down the hole too.

Down, down, down. Alice fell for a long time, and then she hit the ground. She found herself alone in a long, low hall. There were doors all around, but they were all locked. Alice saw a small key on a table, but it did not fit any of the doors.
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1.Life in a British School

Hi, everybody.

My name is Nancy. I am in Year 8 at Woodland School near London. It is a mixed school. Boys and girls have lessons together. Among all my subjects, I like French best. Learning foreign languages is fun.

Our school has a Reading Week every year. During the week, we can borrow more books from the school library. We can also bring in books and magazines from home. I often read more books than my classmates. Near the end of the week, we discuss the books with our classmates in class. Time seems to go faster when we are reading interesting books.

2.The Story of Xi Wang

I first saw the baby panda when she was only ten days old. We called her Xi Wang. This means “hope”.

When Xi Wang was born, she weighed just 100 grams and looked like a white mouse. At four months old, she weighed about eight kilograms and started to go outside for the first time. Eight months later, she was not a small baby any more and weighed over 35 kilograms.

In the beginning, Xi Wang drank her mother’s milk. When she was six months old, she began to eat bamboo. When she was 20 months old, she learnt to look after herself.

3. Zhalong—a Special Place

Many birds live in Zhalong all year round, while some go there only for a short stay. Most birds are active in the daytime, so you can easily watch them there. There are not many cranes left in the world, and 40 per cent of them live in Zhalong.

Some people want to make the wetlands smaller in order to have more space for farms and buildings. This will lead to less and less space for wildlife. Moreover, fishermen keep fishing there.    As a result, the birds do not have enough food to eat. Now the Chinese government has made laws to prevent all these things in Zhalong.

4. Around the World in Eight Hours

Welcome to “Around the World in Eight Hours”. I’m your tour guide, Robin. Have you noticed the “Tour” icon at the top of the page? Just click on it, and you can visit Asia, Africa, Europe, America and more in only eight hours!

Here we are in “the Big Apple”—New York, the biggest city in the USA. Wall Street, the world-famous trade centre, is here at the southern end of Manhattan Island. There are many big companies and international banks here.

Further on is Times Square. Every year, thousands of people gather here on New Year’s Eve. It’s exciting to see the huge glass ball falling through the darkness!

5. Gulliver in Lilliput

After our ship crashed against the rocks, I swam as far as I could. By the time I finally felt the land under my feet, I was tired out. I fell down on the beach and went to sleep.

I woke up as the sun was rising, but I found I could not move. My arms, legs and hair were tied to the ground! Then I felt something on my leg. It moved up over my stomach and neck until it was standing near my face. I looked down and saw a very small man. He was the same size as my little finger! Where was I? Who was this tiny person?

6. Volunteering for the Special Olympics World Games

Liu Ming did not know what to expect when he volunteered for the Special Olympics World Summer Games in Shanghai, back in October 2007. Now he thinks it was the most amazing experience of his life. “It’s fantastic to work as a volunteer!” he says.

The Special Olympics World Games give children and adults with intellectual disabilities a chance to show their skills to the world. They include many events similar to those in the Olympics, such as basketball, football and swimming.

Over 40,000 people gave up their spare time for the 2007 Special Olympics World Games. It was necessary for these volunteers to receive training before doing the tasks.

7. Green Switzerland

I love Switzerland. It is a country with high mountains and clean blue lakes. It is beautiful, and we should try to keep it that way.

In Switzerland, things like glass, plastic and paper are separated into different groups and then recycled. Even old clothes and shoes can be recycled. I learnt about an organization for recycling clothes. It collects old clothes from all over the country. Some of the clothes are sold in charity shops, some are given to the poor, and others are sent to factories for recycling. My family and I often send our old jeans and T-shirts to this organization.

8. Diana

Diana was once a secretary of a big company. She lived in a comfortable flat and drove to work. She travelled to many places, but she seldom took the plane. She was afraid of flying.

One day, Diana saw a TV programme about ORBIS. She learnt about the Flying Eye Hospital. She wanted to help poor people with eye problems see again, so she made up her mind to train as a nurse and attended courses after work.

Diana is working for ORBIS now. She has to travel over 300 days a year. She is getting used to travelling by plane. Diana enjoys her work. She is glad to be able to help people see again. She does not have as much money as before, but she thinks her life is more meaningful.

9. My reading habits

I love reading. I spend over seven hours a week reading different types of books. On weekdays, I usually read for about half an hour before going to bed. I read a lot at the weekend.

I am interested in history books, but I like novels best. The four great classical Chinese novels are my favourite.

I get most of my books from Sunshine Library—it is just opposite my home. My friends give me lots of advice on books. We often meet together and discuss what to read.

Reading is always a wonderful time. Good books are good friends. They help me relax after a busy day. They also open up a whole new world to me.

10. A trip to Hong Kong
How are you? We haven't seen each other since last week. I miss you so much! My parents and I have been in Hong Kong for two days. We're having a fantastic time here. Today we spent the whole day at Disneyland.

We got to the park by underground. First, we had fun on Space Mountain—an indoor roller coaster in the dark. It moved at high speed and was really exciting! We were screaming and laughing through the ride.

Next, we hurried to a restaurant to have a quick meal. On the way, we met some Disney cartoon characters, such as Snow White and Mickey Mouse. They were so cute.
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